[Pathogenic role of antinuclear antibodies in lupus disease].
The majority of anti-nuclear antibodies do not have a proven pathogenic role in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). The pathogenicity of native anti-DNA antibodies, suggested by clinical data, is difficult to confirm. It is linked to several factors: isotype and avidity of these antibodies, affinity for DNA, size of immune complexes. DNA, anti-DNA antibodies and cross-reactive anti-DNA idiotypes (16/6) have been isolated from human and NZB mouse glomeruli. Moreover, DNA has a particular affinity for the glomerular membrane due to its cross-reactivity with some constituents of this membrane. Anti-SSA (Ro) antibodies may play a role in some cases of nephropathy in SLE and participate in photosensitization. They are associated with neonatal lupus, with some cases of fetal death in black women and with the atrioventricular heart block. However, factors other than these antibodies are needed to induce such lesions. Anti-U1 RNP antibodies do not protect against kidney involvement in SLE; however, they can decrease suppressive function by penetrating into suppressor T cells. Anti-Sm antibodies may have particular immunoregulation properties. Some antinuclear antibodies may at least in part, be responsible for the lesions in SLE, in conjunction with other still-unknown factors.